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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  wish  to  present  my  fifth- Annual- Report  for  your 
consideration.  It  is  based  on  the  work  of-  the  Public 
Health  Department  during  1953  and  includes  extracts  from 
my  Annual  Report  on  those  services  in  the  area  which  are 
administered  by  Cheshire  County  Council  under  Part  III 
of  the  National  Health  Services  Act,  1946, 

This  year  there  was  a  marked  drop  in  the  birth  rate 
which  fell  to  14.927  from  last  year’s  figure  of  17.07  per 

thousand  population.  In  contrast  to  the  birth  rate  there 

was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of •  deaths ■ and  the  rate  of 
13.016  per  thousand  population  is  the  lowest  recorded  -  a 
pleasing  feature  of  this  year’s  vital  statistics  and  a 
most  striking  figure  when  compared  with  that  of  1900  which 

was  22.4.  Another  feature  of  the  year  was  the  fall  in 

infantile  mortality  to  23.809  per  thousand  again  the  lowest 
figure  ever  to  be  recorded-.  •  •  ■ 

As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  two  adjoining  boroughs 
it  is  difficult  to  prevent  some  duplication  in  my  remarks 
but  I  make  no  apology  for  repeating  the  case  of  the  chronic 
sick  in  the  two  annual  reports.  General  Practitioners 
are  finding  it  almost  impossible  to  obtain  beds  for  the 
admission  of  this  type  of  patient  and  frequently  ask  this 
department  for  help,  A  chronic  sick  patient  may  require 
urgent  admission  because  his  condition  has  suddenly  become 
worse  or  because  an  acute  social  problemL  has  arisen  and  it 
is  when  emergencies  of  this  kind  occur  that  admission  is 
required  within  the  shortest  possible  time.  In  a 
population  made  up  of  a  progressively  increasing  number 
of  aged  persons  the  problem  becomes  worse  and  I  do  feel 
that  every  effort  should  be  made  by. the  Regional  Hospital 
Boards  to  make  available  more  beds  for  this  type  of 
admis  Sion. 

The  1951  Census  figures  for  Cheshire  have  now  been 
published  and  I  have  included  some  statistics  extracted 
from  this  report, 

•  '  There  were  no  major  epidemics  during  the  year  and  I 

am  pleased  to  report  the  absence  of  any  cases  or  outbreaks 
of  food  poisoning. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Committee  for  their  invaluable  help  and  co-operation, 
and  the  members  of  the  staff  for  their  loyal  support  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

Yours  obediently, 

T.  HOLME. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

July,  1954. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  COI'IDITIONS  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


Area  (in  acres)  * . *  ...  ... 

Population  Census ,  1951  . 

Population  mid-year  1953  (estimated) 
Estimated  value  of  a  Penny  Rate 
Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1953 
No.  of  houses  in  Borough  (approx.) 
No.  of  business  premises...  ... 


3,190 

22,544 

22,510 

£413 

£110,830 

7,426 

1,480 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

Illegitimate . 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1,000 


Male  Female 

Total 

Total 

.  157 

161 

318  ) 

336 

'  11 

7 

18  ) 

population 

crude 

14.927 

corrected 

-> 

14.927 

STILL  BIRTHS 


Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  6  2 

Illegitimate .  -  - 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births 


Total 
8  ) 

-) 

23.256 


Total 

8 


DEATHS 

All  cases 
Death  rate  per 


Male 


.  147 

1,000  population 

crude 

corrected 


Female  Total 

146  293 

13.016 

12.495 


INFANTILE  i/'ORTALITY 


Death  rate  of  infants  per  1,000  S.' 

livebirths 

Neo-natal  Death  Rate 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

(per  1,000  livebirths) 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  DISTRICT.  ■  ■. 


23.809 

14.881 

2.976 


The  Borough  of  Stalybridge  is  roughly  triangular  in  shape, 
bordered  on  the  south  by  the  Municipal  Borough  of  Dukinfield,  on 
the  north  west  by  the  Municipal  Borough  of  Ashton-under-Lyne  and 
on  the  north  and  eas  t  by  Mossley  and  Mottram  respectively. 


The  River  Tame,  which  at  this  point  is  the  boundary  of 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  divides  the  town;  the  northern  half 
lies  in  Lancashire,  whilst  the  southern  half  lies  in  Cheshire. 
For  administrative  purposes  the  Borough  is  considered  to  be  in 
Cheshire. 


The  Borough,  surrounded  by  hills  on  all  sides  except  the 
West,  is  situate  on  the  westerly  slopes  of  the  Pennine  Chain, 

7-|-  miles  east  of  Manchester  and,  although  the  main  portion  of 
the  town  is  built  round  the  River  Tame  at  approximately  400  feet 
above  sea  level,  the  ground  on  the  eastern  rises  to  a  height  of 
1,000  feet. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


The  inhabitants  of  the  town  are  engaged  in  a  variety  of 
industries  of  which  cotton  remains  the  most  important  in  relation 
to  numbers  employed.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Gove  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  and  National  Service  who  has  kindly  supplied  me  with 
statistics  which  show  that  the  number  of  wholly  unemployed  was 

-  4  - 


never  more  than  130  of  which  30  were  women.  By  the  end  of 
the  year  the  figure  was  86  and  of  these  25  were  disabled  men. 

In  October  1953,  2,611  persons  were  employed  in  the  cotton 
industry  compared  with  2,320  and  3,093  in  1952  and  1951,  It 
seems,  therefore,  that  during  the  recession  of  trade  in  1952-  the 
cotton  operatives  who  found  other  employment  did  not  all  return 
to  their  former  occupation. 

I  have  extracted  certain  figures  from  the  1951  Census  report 
concerning  the  social  class  distribution  of  occupied  and  retired, 
males  aged  15  and  over  and  these  are  reproduced  in  Table  I. 

In  Stalybridge  the  biggest  Class  is  that  of  men  following  skilled 
occupations  and  the  smallest  class  that  of  men  fcllowing  a 
profession.  This  is  in  common  with  Cheshire  as  a  whole.  One 
cannot  include  a  fraction  of  the  fascinating  data  which  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Census  report  on  Cheshire  but  I  think,  that 
relating  to  the  possession  of  certain  household  arrangements 
well  worthy  of  scrutliny.  I  was  startled  to  see  that  1,942 
households  share  a  W.C,  while  4,624  are  without  a  fixed  bath. 
These  figures  are  high  when  it  is  remembered  that  there  is  a 
total  of  7,521  households  in  the  Borough.  Macclesfield  alone 
throughout  the  County  has  a  higher  figure  for  shared  lavatory 
accommodation,  while  Macclesfield  and  Hyde  are  vi/orse  off  with 
regard  to  a  fixed  bath.  The  health  value  of  adequate  indoor 
lavatory  accommodation  and  a  bathroom  in  each  house  is 
indisputable  and  I  feel  that  every  measure  designed  to 
establish  these  conditions  should  be  supported. 


TABLE  I. 


Area 

Proportion  per  1,000  Oc 
in  Social  Cla 

cupied  & 
sses  . 

Retired 

Males 

Professional 
etc . 

Occupations 

I 

Intermediate 

Occupations 

II 

Skilled 

Occu¬ 

pations 

III 

Partly 

Skilled 

Occu- 

patiorB 

IV 

Untiled 

Occu¬ 

pations 

V 

Stalybridge 

18 

101 

505 

147 

229 

England  &  Vjales 

33 

150 

527 

162 

128 

Cheshire 

(including  County 

41 

171 

514 

136 

138 

Boroughs) 

Dukinf ie Id 

14 

97 

559 

130 

200 

Hyde 

20 

132 

555 

107 

186 

Bredbury  &  Romiley 

35 

193 

535 

117 

120 

Hazel  Grove  and 

Bramhall 

101 

339 

426 

78 

56 

Bowdon 

144 

328 

353 

124 

51 

Stockport  C.B. 

30 

151 

554 

1 

•  ■\ 

129 

136 
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BIRTH  RATE. 


Daring  the  year  336  births  were  recorded  in  the  Borough  of 
which  168  were  males  and  168  females  giving  a  cr'ide  livebirth 
rate  of  14.927  per  thousand  estimated  population.  This  shows 
a  decrease  of  2.143  over  the  figure  for  1952.  Table  IV  shows 
the  comparative  fibres  for  the  remainder  of  the  country  and 
Table  Vl  gives  the  birth  rates  since  the  beginning  of  the  century. 

In  connection  with  the  birth  rate  I  have  noted  in  Table  II 
the  numbers  in  the  age  groups  0  -  20  in  1951  and  it  is  interesting 
to  note  the  large  numbers  of  children  aged  3  and  4,  i.e.  those 
born  in  the  years  1947  and  1948  -  a  fact  which  is  giving  the 
educationalists  no  little  concern. 

TABLE  II 


AGES  (Single  years) 
under  21 
April  1951 


Age 

last 

birthday 

Males 

.  ( 

♦ 

Females 

i 

1 

0-20 

3143 

3153 

0 

164 

173 

1 

189 

169 

2 

192 

191 

3 

213 

207 

4 

245 

206 

5 

172 

r 

142 

6 

172 

168 

7 

174 

157 

8 

156 

168 

9 

121 

117 

10 

142 

124 

11 

140 

127 

12 

154 

133 

13 

120 

140 

14 

122 

126 

15 

1 

126 

127 

16 

123 

140 

17 

139 

107 

18 

94 

129 

19 

79 

I 

t 

157 

20 

106 

145 
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TABLE  III 


AGES  (quinary)  of  POPULATION 


Total  Population 

Males 

Females 

Total 

10563 

11978 

Marital 

condition 

Single 

4282 

4756 

Married  , 

5776 

5857 

Widowed 

481 

1325 

Divorced 

24 

40 

Age  last 

birthday 

0-4 

1003 

946 

5-9 

795 

752 

10  -  14 

678 

650 

15  -  19 

561 

660 

20  -  24 

5^/1 

725 

25  -  29 

816 

876 

30  -  34 

742 

784 

35  -  39 

833 

821 

40  -  44 

822 

884 

45  -  49 

824 

918 

50  -  54 

751 

853 

55  -  59 

616 

808 

60  -  64 

521 

744 

65  -  69 

412 

628 

70  -  74 

332 

483 

75  -  79 

189 

285 

80  -  84 

80 

113 

85  -  89 

15' 

46 

90  -  94 

2 

2 

95 

- 

- 
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DEATH  RATE. 


During  the  year  there  were  293  deaths  in  the  Borough  of 
which  147  were  males  and  146  females,  giving  a  crude  death  rate 
of  13.016  per  thousand  estimated  population. 

The  standardised  death  rate  for  Stalybridge,  that  is  the 
death  rate  adjusted  for  the  particular  variations  in  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  Stalybridge  compared  with  the  country  as  a 
whole  is  12,495.  The  commonest  cause  of  death  was  heart  disease 
which  was  responsible  for  82  cases,  the  next  in  order  of  frequency 
being  chest  conditions  with  61  cases,  cancer  with  48  cases  and 
vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  with  41  cases.  The 
reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  by  38  is,  in  the  main,  due  to 
fewer  deaths  from  heart  disease  but  there  were  also  fewer  cancer 
deaths  and  deaths  from  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  sytem. 

There  were  two  fatal  motor  accidents  which  involved 
Stalybridge  residents  -  a  figure  similar  to  that  for  1952. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  23,809  per 
thousand  livebirths  as  against  33.67  in  1952  and  28.41  in  1951, 

This  figure  is  made  up  of  5  male  and  3  female  deaths  and  is  the 
lowest  infantile  mortality  rate  ever  to  be  recorded  in  the  Borough. 

NEO-NATAL  DEATH  RATE. 

The  neo-natal  death  rate  which  represents  the  number  of 
deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age,  per  thousand  livebirths 
is  14,881  as  compared  with  23.31  in  1952. 

MTERNAL  MORTALITY. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  one  maternal  death  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  V. 

I  r'-rp<g>'«nv  <!■  !■  TU— 


REGISTRAR  GENERAL'S  RETURN  1953. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Male 

Female 

Total 
all  ages 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory. . ^  * i * ♦ . * .  i  * .  *  ♦  *  *  . . 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  Other . .  ...♦****.* .  *  * 

— 

Syphilitic  Di-sease . ..*,<*.*.**.* 

— 

Diphtheria. . . : . .  .  * 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough.  . . . . . . 

— 

Heningococcai  Infections . 

- 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis . . . 

— 

— 

Measles . . . 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  .diseases. .... 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  stomach.  . . . *  . .  .  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  lung  and -bronchus . 

6 

11 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  breast. . . 

— 

8 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  uterus.  . . . . 

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms.... 

13 

7 

20 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia . . . . 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes . 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system . 

l6 

25 

41 

Coronary  disease,  angina . 

21 

8 

29 

Hypertension ■  V7ith  heart  disease . 

— 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease . . . 

2C 

32 

52 

Other  circulatory  disease. .  . .  . . . . 

.  7 

6 

13 

Influenza . . . . . 

Pneumonia. . .  . . 

Bronchitis . 

.  ^ 

19 

19 

t 

14 

38 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory-  system . 

.  1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . . . . . 

4 

4 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrho-ea. ........... . 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis . . . 

4 

3 

7 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate. . . . . 

3 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion . 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations . 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases . 

5 

12 

17 

Motor  vehicle  accidents . 

2 

2 

All  other  accidents . 

3 

2 

5 

Suicide . 

3 

1 

4 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war . . . 

- 

« 

ALL  CAUSES 

147 

146 

1 

293 

11 


TABLE  VI. 

rrrx  —r — 


BIRTH.  DEATH  and  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

;'rrrr-”i VTX — -r.  -  t  ■  t  ■:»-■■  I — T — ■■■•  t — ■  i4.-n^g»x  i  Hi  f 

R&tsg  TM.eQfiaHSitLEm.j.aQi;i 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

1900  -  04 

■  24. 58 

■  '  20.1,:.;.. 

210 

1905  -  09 

23.01 

<’ .  18.63  ' 

193.2 

1910  -  14 

21.63 

_17.9'2  '  , 

165.48' 

1915  -  19 

16.83 

17.75  , 

130.9  .  ' 

1920  -  24 

18.56 

15.08 

n4.'9 

1925  --  29 

14. 97  ■ 

14.80 

81,1 

1930  -  34 

13.47  ■ 

13.78 

73.80 

1935  -  39 

12.94 

15.02.., 

54.6 

■  1940  -  44 

15.42  . 

■  16.11 

60.57 

1945  -  49 

i  18.78 

. ■ ■  14.98  ' 

45.69 

1950 

IS. ^9  • • ■  ■ 

.  .  .  ,  .  i^.s8 . 

28.73 

1951 

15.61  — 

.  15.83 . 

28.41' 

1952 

17.07 

‘14.73 

33. 67 

1953 

14.927 

•  •  « 

■  13,016 

^  ^  i  i  *  •  ' 

23.809 
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1900  1902  1904  1906  1908  1910  1912  1914  1916  1918  1920  1922  1924  1926  1928  1930  1932  1934  1936  1938  1940  1942  1944  1946 

YEAR 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 


SERVICES-  IN  -THE  AREA. 


BACTERIOLOGY. 


Swabs  and  samples  for • examination  continue  to  be  sent  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester,  and 
during  the  year  10  specimens  were ■ examined  the  results  being 
set  out  below  • 


Sample 


Positive  Negative  Total 


Blood  ... 
Faeces  ... 
Throa't  Swabs  . 
Urine  ... 


•  •  ••• 

•  •  •••  ••• 

•  •  •••  ••• 


1 

4 

2 

3 


1 

4 

2 

3 


Total 


10  10 


I  would  again  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  I  have  found  Dr.  Parker  and 
his  staff  most  helpful  at  all  times  and  their  co-operation  has 
greatly  assisted  this  department  in  any  investigation  it  has 
made . 


DAIRIES.  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

During  the  year  75  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  the  methylene  blue  test  and 
for  biological  testing  for  tuberculosis;  in  all  141  examinations 
were  carried  out  and  of  these  6  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory, 

3  samples  failed  to  pass  the  methylene  blue  test  and  3  samples 
were  found  to  be  infected  with  tubercle  bacilli.  Action  was 
taken  on  the  3  tuberculous  samples  through  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  as  a  result  the  respective 
herds  were  cleared  of  infection.  Further  details  and  comparative 
figures  will,  be  found  on  page  27  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report ; 


In  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  action  under 
Section  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

In  December  of  1953  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
(Specified  Areas)  (No. 3)  Order,  1953,  was  made  and  welcomed  by 
the  Public  Health  Committee.  Under  this  Order  it  became 
illegal  from  the  1st  January,  1954,  for  any  person  to  sell  by 
retail  for  human  consumption- any  milk  other  than  milk  which  is 
either  pasteurised,  sterilised,  tuberculin  tested  or  accredited. 
I  think  this  is  a  most  important  step  in  ensuring  the  sale  to 
the  public  of  milk  which  is  free  from  infection. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938,  • 

The  samples  of  food  noted  overleaf  were  obtained  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department 
of  the  Cheshire  County  Council.  Mr,  Stacey  Hallard,  the 
Chief  Inspector  reports  as  follows 


15 


No.  of  Samples  taken 


Aspirin  Tablets  . 

Castor  Oil .  •  • 

Egg  Scramble  Soup  Mixture  . . . 

Flour,  Plain  ...  . 

Fruit  Fizz,  sweets  . 

Fruit  Bars,  sweets  ...  ... 

Garden  Mint  in  vinegar . 

Lemon  Fizz .  . 

Lemonade  Powder  .  . . . 

Lollipops  ...  ...  ...  .*. 

Milks  ...  ..»  ...  ... 

Orange  Fizz  ...  ...  ... 

Olive  Oil  and  Raspberry  Vinegar 

Raising  Powder  .  ... 

Sherbet  .  ... 

Sage  &  Onion  Stuffing  . 

Sugared  Cocnnut  ...  ...  ... 

Tincture  of  Iodine  . 

Toffee  Fruit  . 

Zinc  Ointment  ...  ...  ... 


Results  of  Analysis. 

Reported 
Genuine  against. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

61 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

1 

1 


81  5 


List  of  Non-standard  Samples. 


No.  Article. 


Analysis . 


Remarks . 


1.  Milk 


4. 


n 

ff 


Contained  18.4^o  of  extraneous  Pined  £50  and 


water. 

3,3fo  deficient  in  fat 

3.3^  deficient  In  fat 

2.8^  deficient  in  non 
solids . 


£2.2.0.  costs. 

Deficiency  so 
small  that  no 
action  was 
ne  cessary . 

-do- 

fatty  Appeal  to  cow 
re  No.  1. 


II 


2.3^  deficient  in  non-fatty 
solids . 


Deficiency  so 
small  no  action 
was  necessary. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

28  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  results  were  recorded  as  follows  ;- 

12  samples  of  the  Town’s  water  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
and  4  unsatisfactory. 


3  samples  of  a  small  chlorinated  supply  serving  185  houses 
in  the  Millbrook  district  were  found  satisfactory  and  one 
unsatisfactory. 

8  samples  of  the  spring  supply  in  the  Carrbrook  area  were 
taken  -  4  were  satisfactory  and  4  unsatisfactory. 
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The  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Ashton-u-Lyne ,  Stalybridge, 
Dukinfield  (District)  Vi/aterworks ,  Mr.  M.  T.  B.  Vifhitson,  reports 
on  the  Stalybridge  water  supplies  as  follows  ; - 

The  quality  and  , quantity  of  the  water  have  both  been 
satisfactory. 


Bacteriological  examination  of  piped  supplies'. 


Type  of  v\/ater 


.■  Raw 

Filtered  water  - 
taken  directly  after 
filtration 

Filtered  v^ater  -  tap 
samples  taken  at  various 
points  in  the  Borough 


Samples  Results 


Taken 

None 

- 

12 

Quite 

satisfactory . 

28 

Quite 

satisfactory . 

Chemical  Analysis 


2  Quite  satisfactory. 


Plumbo  Solvency.  Calcium  Carbonate  added  before  filtration, 
16  samples  were  taken  and  the  results  were  all  satisfactory. 


No  form,  of  contamination  has  presented  itself. 

Population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  j- 

(a)  Direct  to  Houses  -  22,510. 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  -  NCI®, 

HIGHER  HYDE  GREEN  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  a  piped  water  supply  to  the  Higher  Hyde  Green 
area  was  installed.  This ’represents,  the  final  stage  of  several 
years  work  by  the  Department  in  this  area. 

SPRING  SUPPLY  -  CARRBROOK  AREA. 

In  spite  of  my  encouraging  remarks  last  year  no  progress 
at  all  was  made  with  a  scheme  to  provide  wholesome  water  to  the 
Fold  Farm  area.  At  the  time  of  writing  however,  work  has 
commenced  and  it  is  hoped  will  be  completed  w ithin t he  next 
few  months .  . 
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TABLE  IX 


Incidence  of  the  Main  Infectious  Diseases, 

'■  1947  -  1953. 


1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

Typhoid  "Fever  ■ • 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

.Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

25 

38 

10 

24 

17 

23 

8 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

14 

26 

32 

22 

18 

18 

28 

Measles 

423 

70 

588 

47 

237 

91 

464 

■  whooping.  Cough..^ 

122 

82 

86 

165 

95 

75 

36 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Miscellaneous 

30 

24 

60 

10 

25 

10 

17 

Total 

614 

242 

776 

268 

395 

217 

i 

557 

SPECIFIC  INFECTIOl^S . 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Once  again  I  can  report  that  there  were  no  cases  of 
diphtheria'  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  only  one  patient  has 
cont-raoted’  this  disease  in  the  last  seven  years.  This  is  a 
remarkable-  achievement  and  one  which  will  be  appreciated  by 
those- of  us  who  remember  the  years  when  cases  and  deaths  were 
f.;requent . 

■  •  • 

SpARLET  FEVER. 

i 

\  This  year  only  25  cases  were  notified  and  two  patients 
admitted  to  hospital  because  of  the  difficulty  of 
isolation  at  home.  I  feel  that  more  cases  occur  than  are 
notified  and  that  the  time  has  come  for  a  revision  of  policy 
on  the  environmental  control  of  this  disease  as  it  is  now 
of  a  very  mild  type  with  little  constitutional  upset. 

PNEUMONIA. 

25  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  deaths 
classified  to  this  cause  numbered  14. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

There  are  no  cases  of  typhoid  fever  to  report  during  1953. 
POLIOMYELITIS. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year  under  review  and  it  is 
of  interest  to  note  only  6  in  the  last  7  years.  This  disease, 
attended  as  it  has  been  by  so  much  publicity  and  also  because 
of  its  nature  has  preyed  on  the  minds  of  the  public  and  each 
year  causes  unwarranted  anxiety.  The  figures  for  Stalybridge 
should,  I  think,  help  in  placing  this  disease  in  its  true 
position  of  importance.  Now  that  the  mode  of  spread  has  been 
established  it  is  up  to  each  one  of  us  to  combat  the  disease 
by  strict  attention  to  personal  hygiene  at  all  times,  by 
avoiding  excessive  physical  exertion  during  the  period  of  a 
local  epidemic  and  by  adequate  isolation  of  patient  and 
contacts  when  a  case  has  occurred  in  a  household. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


:^v 


14  cases  of  pulmonary-  tuberculosis  have_  been  notified  - 
1  person  was  certified  as  having  died  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  as  compared  with  4  in  1952, 

TABLE  X.  . 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  Register 

at  December  1951  -  1953.  ’ 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

.  Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1953 

59 

57 

16 

16 

75 

73 

1952 

50 

51 

17 

16 

67 

67 

1951 

45 

46 

17 

17 

62 

63 

Table  XI  indicates  the  speed  of  disposal  of  all  patients 
requiring  sanatorium  treatment. 


TABLE  XI. 


Cases  having  received  treatment  before  notification 

2 

Cases  notified  but  quiescent  ...  ,,.  . * 

2 

Admitted  within  one  month  of  notification . . 

5 

Admitted  within  two  months  of  notification  ... 

2 

Admitted  within  three  months  of  notification 

1 

Admitted  within  four  months  of  notification 

1 

Admitted  within  seven  months  of  notification  ,,, 

1 

Total  (pulmonary  and  non -pulmonary) 

14 

CANCER. 

There  ms  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer 
which  fell  to  48  from  54  in  1952, 

FOOD  POISONING. 

There  are  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  to  report  during  1953, 
Outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  when  they  occur  affect  as  a  rule  a 
large  number  of  people  unexpectedly  and  suddenly  and  considerable 
discomfort  is  experienced  v;ith,  in  some  cases,  death.  Food 
poisoning  is  a  preventable  disease  and  its  prevention  calls  for 
co-operation  by  employer  and  employee  as  much  as  by  the  Health 
Authorities.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  comparative  freedom 
from  this  condition  which  the  Borough  has  experienced  in  the 
last  few  years  and  I  think  this  state  of  affairs  reflects 
great  credit  on  all  concerned  in  the  handling,  preparation  or 
sale  of  food. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  TREND  1920-1953 
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HOUSING. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  houses  which  have 
been  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  since  1940 

TABLE  Xir. 


Year 

No,  of  houses 

represented 

Section  12  (1) 
Closing  Order 

Section  11  (1) 
Demolition  Order 

1940 

3 

• 

1941 

- 

- 

1942 

- 

3 

1943 

4 

8 

1944 

2 

5 

1945 

- 

4 

1946 

- 

3 

1947 

1 

1 

1948 

- 

- 

1949 

- 

5 

1950 

- 

8 

1951 

1 

2 

1952 

1 

4 

1953 

4 

10 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  houses  represented 
as  unfit  for  habitation  increased  to  14  during  1953  and  of 
these sdemolition  of  1  was  deferred  by  the  Committee  for  12 
months  and  a  second  representation  related  to  a  back-to-back 
house  which  was  made  "through’*  by  the  owner. 

Although  not  applicable  to  the  year  under  review  I  would 
remind  the  Committee  of  the  work  which  is  at  present  being 
undertaken  by  the  Department  in  respect  of  property  in  the 
town.  As  a  result  of  this  work  a  report  is  to  be  prepared 
and,  no  doubt,  more  rapid  progress  will  be  made  with  elimination 
of  unsatisfactory  houses. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 

FOR  THE  .YEAR  1953. 

- oOo - •- 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  seventh  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
section  of  the  .Public  Health  Department  and  the  Cleansing 
Department. 

Following  representations  to  the  Gloss  op  M.B.  it  was 
agreed  that  Glossop  should  assist  in  carrying  out  meat 
inspection  one  week  in  three,  as  against  one  in  four  during 
1952,  This  additional  assistance  was  very  much  appreciated. 

Sickness  amongst  Cleansing  Department  employees  continued 
at  a  high  level  and,  as  during  1952,  seriously  interfered  with 
the  refuse  collection  service. 

Waste  paper  prices  came  down  to  £6,  10.  Od,  per  ton  on 
the  1st  January  and  remained  at  that  figure  for  the  whole 
year.  The  tonnage  of  waste  paper  collected  is  rising. 

It  was  necessary  to  institute  Court  proceedings  in 
seven  cases  in  order  that  necessary  repairs  to  house  property 
be  carried  out.  In  one  case  a  penalty  of  £1  was  imposed 
plus  a  daily  penalty  of  £1  per  day  to  take  effect  after 
twenty-one  days.  This  had  the  desired  effect,  the  work 
being  completed  after  the  twentieth  day. 

The  portion  of  the  report  dealing  with  Cleansing  Costs 
is  based  on  the  Costing  Return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
the  Disposal  figures  show  a  net  credit  of  £611, 

I  would  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
help  and  co-operation  received  from  the  Chairman,  Deputy 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and 
the  assistance  given  by  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 
staff  and  employees  of  the  Public  Health  and  Cleansing 
Departments . 


Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  NORRIS. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


July,  1954. 


-  23 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


14  houses 

have  been  represented  as  unfit 

for 

human 

habitation  -  9 

demolition  and  3  closing  orders  were  made. 

VISITS. 

1952 

1953 

Inspection 

of  Houses  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

^4T7 

^7^ 

!f  • 

*’  Drains,  closets,  etc. 

•  •  • 

472 

480 

ti 

”  Offensive  Accumulations 

•  •  • 

29 

30 

1! 

”  Farms ,  Dairies ,  Milkshops 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

1? 

**  Factories  . 

•  •  • 

94 

154 

ti 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

•  •  • 

22 

14 

if 

Food  Premises  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

501 

622 

Visits  to 

Slaughterhouse 

•  •  « 

294 

288 

t! 

Txp  ...  ...  . ..  ... 

•  •  • 

110 

106 

It 

regarding  C.D.A.  ...  ... 

•  •  0 

333 

107 

It 

Infectious  Disease  cases... 

•  •  • 

66 

76 

...  t) 

Houses  let-in-lodgings  and 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

•  •  • 

22 

14 

it 

3]no^s  •••  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

117 

408 

Smoke  Observations  etc.  . 

•  •  « 

23 

39 

Milk  Samples  . 

•  •  • 

90 

129 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

17 

37 

Ice  Cream 

Samples  ...  . . 

•  •  • 

17 

22 

Rodent  Control  ...  . 

•  •  # 

1615 

1569 

Interviews 

...  ...  ...  ... 

•  «  • 

1062 

1092 

Miscellaneous  .  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

356 

420 

7660 

8389 

COMMON  LCDGING  HOUSES  AND  HOUSES 

LET-IN-LODGINGS. 


There  is  one  registered  common  lodging  house  and  one  house 
let-in-lodgings.  Regular  visits  are  made  to  these  premises. 


HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  DEFECTS. 

7  prosecutions  were  taken  during  the  year  and  abatement  order 
were  granted  by  the  Magistrates  in  each  case.  In  one  case  a 
penalty  of  £1  and  £1  per  day  after  21  days  was  imposed  -  the  work 
was  completed  on  the  20th  day! 

26  formal  and  410  informal  notices  dealing  with  1063  defects 
were  ser'\^ed. 

4  informal  notices  requiring  the  provision  of  9  ashbins 
were  served. 


mkT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTION. 

Meat  Inspection  has  been  carried  out  jointly  by  the  meat 
inspectors  of  Stalybridge  and  Glossop.  Stalybridge  inspectors 
have  been  responsible  for  two-thirds  of  the  work  and  Glossop 
one -third . 

The  figures  in  Table  I  refer  to  work  done  by  the  Stalybridge 
Inspectors  only. 


TABLE  I. 


CARCASES 

INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

• 

Cattle' 
excluding  . 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves ‘ 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

\ 

Number  Killed 

707 

794 

581 

5827 

617 

Number  Inspected  . 

707 

794 

581 

5827 

617  , 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

1 

1 

7 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

196 

191 

4 

332 

74 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

27.72 

24.18 

0.86 

5.82 

12.31 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

11 

- 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

117 

287 

1 

■  “ 

25 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

16.97  • 

• 

37.53 

0.17 

4.21 

The  approximate  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the 
Buckley  Street  Slaughterhouse  by  the  Stalybridge  Meat  Inspectors 
is  as  follows 


«  _ 

# 


1952 

1953 

Tubercular 

•  •  • 

•  ••• 

35984  lbs. 

27429 

lbs 

Non-tube  rcular 

•  ••  ••• 

15730  lbs. 

12142 

lbs 

51714  lbs. 

39571 

lbs 

Details  of 

meat 

and  offal  condemned 

are  as  follows 

1952 

1953 

Whole  carcase 

i 

39 

26 

Part  carcase 

68 

83 

Heads  and  Tongu 

es..^  •  •  i 

279 

177 

Lungs ... 

•  •  • 

.»  k  *  •  m  • 

■  746 

664 

Diaphragms 

•  •  • 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

■  211 

190 

Hearts 

•  •  • 

;•••  ##•  ••• 

126 

118 

Livers 

•  •  • 

•  ••  ••• 

'864 

655 

Part  Livers 

•  •  • 

•  .  •••  ••• 

307 

208 

Stomachs 

•  •  • 

•••  ••• 

93 

83 

Mesenteries 

and 

Int^r-^-’nes  ... 

■  168 

162 

Spleens 

•  •  • 

•  •O  ••• 

115 

119 

Kidneys 

•  •  • 

•  ••  ••• 

43 

32 

Plucks 

•  •  • 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

182 

154 

Tails . .  . 

•  •  • 

••• 

2 

1 

Udders 

•  •  • 

•  ••  ••• 

103 

74 

Lambs  livers 

•  ••  •  •• 

- 

2 

car 
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DISPOSAL  OF  COM)Sr.'INED  MEAT  AI^ID  OFFAL.  ■  ' 

All  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Slaughterhouse  is  disposed  of  to  authorised  dealers  outside 
the  Borough.  The  Public  Health  Department  is  notified  by  the 
Slaughterhouse  Manager  when  the  dealer  is  changed. 


In  addition  the  following  have  been  condemned 


183 

tins 

Soup 

324 

lbs. 

Ham 

332 

It 

Milk 

1 

It 

Boiled  Ham  Trimmings 

613 

If 

Vegetables 

133 

II 

Tongue 

1308 

II 

Fruit 

117 

II 

Veal 

223 

If 

Meat 

66 

11 

Sausages 

208 

It 

Fis  h 

64 

If 

Pork 

1 

If 

Pudding 

2Bi 

II 

Bacon 

1 

It 

Chicken 

23 

1? 

Corned  Beef 

1 

II 

Bournvita 

94 

If 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

467 

jars 

Fruit 

6 

II 

Jellied  Pork 

2 

II 

Jam 

14 

It 

Pressed  Beef 

1 

If 

Marmalade 

6 

11 

Sandwich  Cake 

32 

II 

Sweet  Pickle 

3 

II 

Self  Raising  Flour 

1 

II 

Pickled  Cabbage 

50i 

II 

Currants 

30 

11 

Beef  Paste 

6 

II 

Sultanas 

1 

bot . 

Sauce 

54 

11 

Dried  Egg 

1 

carton  Cheese 

19 

II 

Prune  s 

36 

ft 

Sponge  Mixture 

4 

II 

Custard  Powder 

1 

pkt . 

Rice  Krispies 

22 

lbs . 

11  ozs.  Cheese 

Chicken 
0  Puddings 

PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  14 

OF  THE  t^dOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1938'. 

Ice  Cream  -  Manufacture  1 

Storage  and  Sale  62 

Preserved  Foods  -  Preparation  and  Manufacture  69 

In  relation  to  ice  cream  premises  the  requirements  of  the 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment ,  e tc, ), Regulations  1947  -  1952  are 
complied  with. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 


The  routine  inspection  of  food 

premises 

has  continued  during 

the  year  and  622  visits  were  made 

• 

The  following  is 

a  list  of 

visits  made  to  different  classes^ 

of 

food  premises 

1952 

1953 

Butchers ’  Shops . . 

•  t  * 

•  #  • 

90 

51 

Bakehouses  ...  ,  .  . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

91 

86 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

24' 

23 

Pried  Fish  Shops...  ... 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturing 

•  •  • 

40 

31 

and  Storage  ...  ... 

4  •  • 

•  •  • 

56 

58 

Fishmongers  ...  ,  . .  . 

«  •  • 

4  •  • 

- 

23 

Other  food  premises  .... 

•  •  • 

•  44 

200 

350 

PUBLIC  HOUSES 

The  work  of  implementing  the  ire  commendations  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  regarding  conditions  in  Public  Houses  continues. 
Considerable  progress  has  been  made  and  the  co-operation  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  breweries  has  generally  been  good.  When  the 
various  improvements  and  alterations  have  been  completed  a 
detailed  report  will  be  submitted. 
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ICE  CREAM. 


All  the  23  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  3«-ti  ">  factory , 
16  were  classified  Grade  1  and  7  Grade  2. 


Distribution  of  ice  cream  within  the  Borough  continues  to 
be  very  satisfactory,  only  closed  motor  vans  and trailers 
specially  constructed  and  equipped  with  hot  and  cold  water  are 
used. 


23  Methylene  Blue  samples  were 
results  were' graded  as  follows 


taken  during  the  year,  the 
Manufactured 

In  Borough  Outside  Borough 
195^  19^  1952  T953 


Grade 

1 

•  4  • 

• 

Grade 

2  .  .  i 

4 

Grade 

3  . «  i 

•  %  • 

4 

Grade 

4  ... 

4  •  * 

• 

•  i  •  •  4 

I 

•  4  •  •  4 


10 

1 


11 

2 


MILK  SAMPLES. 


Details  of 

samples  taken  during 

the  year  and 

comparisons 

with  1946  to  1953  are  noted  below 

Producers 

in  Borough 

Producers  outside  Borough 

Methylene  Blue 

Satis . 

Unsatis . 

Satis . 

Unsatis . 

1946 

17 

6 

1947 

19 

1 

8 

1 

1948 

27 

- 

5 

• 

1949 

31 

3 

13 

6 

1950 

23 

7 

17 

4 

1951 

26 

4 

23 

1 

1952 

29 

1 

10 

1 

1953 

41 

2 

23 

1 

13  samples  of  Pasteurised 

Milk  were 

taken.  Each 

sample  satisfied 

the  Phosphatase. 

::.TbsU: 

-  — 

B.  Tuberculosis 

1946  •  M 

17 

7 

1947  '  ^ 

15 

1 

9 

- 

1948 

21 

- 

4 

- 

1949 

25 

3 

16 

- 

1950 

24 

2 

19 

1 

1951 

23 

-  4 

10 

1 

1952 

27 

1 

12 

* 

1953 

40  - 

2 

31 

1 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (PASTEURISED  AND 
STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK) 

REGULATIONS,  1949 

The  following  licences  were  issued  under  the  above  Regulations 
during  the  year 


SUPPLEMENTARY  LICENCES 


DEALERS’  LICENCES 


-  Pasteurised  ...  5 

Sterilis  ed  ...  6 

Tuberculin  Tested  5 

-  Pasteurised  ...  13 

Sterilised  . . .  112 

Tuberculin  Tested  15 


REGISTERED  MILK  DISTRIBUTORS  -  123 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


None  of  the  17  observations  taken  during  the  year  exceeded 
the  time  limit  allowed  for  dense  smoke. 

The  work  of  fitting  mechanical  stokers  to  the  13  boilers  of 
a  works  outside  our  boundary  which  was  causing  a  nuisance  in 
Stalybridge,  was  completed  and  informal  observations  show  that 
the  emission  of  black  smoke,  which  in  the  past  has  been  considerable, 
has  ceased.  This  action  by  the  Stalybridge  Council  followed 
unsuccessful  representation  to  the  authority  in  which  the 
offending  plant  was  situated. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 


During  the  year  the  Rodent  Operator  made  1,466  visits  and 
assisted  employees  of  the  Borough  Surveyor ’ s  Department  in 
carrying  out  two  sewer  treatments.  The  total  number  of  visits 
made  to  premises  in  connection  with  rodent  control  by  all  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  staff  was  1,569. 

211  new  infestations  were  reported  and  successfully  dealt 
with  as  compared  with  240  in  1952. 

27  Annual  contracts  were  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year 
and  the  total  income  received  from  contracts  amounted  to  £151.10.0d. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  net  cost  of  Rodent  Control 
in  Stalybridge  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1953,  was  only 
£55. 3. Id. 

8  informal  notices  were  served  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949,  and  complied  with. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Borough  as  detailed 
in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  official  form  is  as 
follows  !- 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 
REPORT  FOR  15  MONTHS  ENDED  31st  MARCH.  1954. 


T7/-pe  of  Property 

Local 

fVuthority 

Dwelling- 

houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
( includ ing 
business 

Total 

(1) 

(S) 

(3) 

premises ) 
(4) 

(5) 

I. 

Total  no.  properties 
in  L.A. ’ s  District 
(Notes  1  and  2) 

7 

7426 

28 

1480 

8941 

II. 

No,  properties  in¬ 
spected  by  the  L.A, 
during  15  months 
ended  31.3.54.  as  a 

(a) 

135 

2 

95 

232 

(b) 

result  of  (a)  notifi- 

cation  (b)  survey 
under  Prevention  of 

3 

77 

3 

84 

167 

Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949  (c)  otherwise  e.g 
when  visited  primarily 
for  some  other  purpose 
(Notes  1,  2  and  3) 

(c) 

.  - 

2 

- 

•:  2 
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Local 

Authority 

6 

(1) 

Dwelling 

houses 

(2) 

Agri  - 
cultural 

(3) 

All  other 
( including 
business 
premises ) 
(4) 

Total 

(5) 

III.  No.  properties  in¬ 
spected  (See  Sec.  II 
which  were  found  to 
be  infested  by  rats 
(Notes  1,  2  and  3) 

Major 

1. 

2 

3 

Minor  2  • 

19 

- 

38 

59 

IV.  No.  properties  in¬ 

spected  (See  Sec. II) 
which  were  found  to 
be  seriously  infested 
by  mice  (Notes  2 

and  3) 

1 

15 

91 

107 

V.  No,  infested  pro¬ 

perties  (See  Sections 
III  and  IV)  treated 
by  the  L.A.  (Notes  1, 
2  and  3 ) 

3 

34 

1 

131 

169 

VI.  No.  of  notices  served 

under  Sec.  4: 

(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  Works 
(i .e .  Proofing) 

- 

6 

- 

4 

10 

VII.  No.  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was 
taken  by  the  L.A. 
following  the  issue 
of  a  notice  under 

Sec,  4 , 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  ■  II 1 .1 I  ...  I .  . 

VIII.  “Legal  Proceedings 

- 

- 

- 

1 

IX.  No.  of  **block'* 

control  schemes 
carried  out 

Nil 

f 

NOTES . 


Note  1  With  the  exception  of  agricultural  properties,  a  property 
means  one  which  is  entered  separately  in  the  Valuation 
Roll  for  the  area. 

Note  2(a)  Council  houses  should  be  entered  in  Column  (2), 

(b)  Premises  used  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  purposes  of 
trade  should  be  entered  in  Column  (4). 

(c)  Sewers  should  not  be  included. 

(d)  Combined  dwelling  and  business  premises,  where  occupied  by 
the  same  person,  should  be  regarded  as  business  premises  and 
should  be  entered  in  Column  (4).  Where  the  dwelling  and 
business  parts  of  the  premises  are  in  separate  occupation, 
separate  entries  should  be  made  in  Columns  (2)  and  (4). 

Note  5  For  the  purpose  of  completing  Sections  II,  III,  IV  and  V, 
each  property  should  be  entered  once  only  in  respect  of 
inspections,  infestations  or  treatments. 

DISINFECTION. 

23  houses  were  fumigated.  6  beds,  12  blankets,  18  pillows 
;•  and  bolsters  and  16  other  articles  were  disinfected. 

t 


J 

I 
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WASTE  WATER  CLOSER:  COWERS  I ONS . 

The  Council  has  continued  to  make  a  grant  of  £8  or  half  the 
cost  of  conversion  whichever  is  the  lower,  to  ovmers  of  property 
wishing  to  convert  waste  water  closets,  23  applications  for 
grant  were  received  during  the  year  making  a  total  of  204  since 
the  s cheme  was  commenced  in  1947, 

DISINFESTATION, 

Insecticide  containing  D.D.T,  is  used  for  disinfestation  and 
10  houses  involving  31  rooms  have  been  treated  by  this  method, 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEVJERAGE, 

No  important  extension  to  the  sewerage  system  has  taken  place 
during  the  year, 

23  drains,  48  W.W.C.’s,  14  fresh  W.C,’s  and  45  waste  water 
gullies  have  been  opened  by  Corporation  employees  during  the  year," 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 , 

4 

240  visits  to  bakehouses  and  other  factories  have  been  made 
during  the  year  as  against  185  in  1952,  23  informal  notices  have 

been  served  and  complied  with, 

TABLE  II. 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


1.  -  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health. 


No. 

on 

Re¬ 
gis  ter 

Numbe  r  of 

1 

Inspe  c- 
tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power 

38 

7 

- 

mm 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 

194 

147 

5 

- 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (in¬ 
cluding  works  of  building  and  en¬ 
gineering  construction  but  not 
including  outworkers’  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

232 

154 

5 

- 

2  2.  -  Defects  found. 


Number  of  defects 

Number 
of  defects 

Particulars . 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M,  . 
Inspe  ctor 

in  respect 
of  which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were  in¬ 
stituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S,l) 

Overcrowding  (S,2) 

•• 

mm 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S,3) 

Inadequate  ventilating  (S.4) 

Ineffective  draining  of  floors(S,6) 

mm 

Sanitary  conveniences  - 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

1 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

10 

6 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

11 

7 

“ 
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OUTWORKERS . 


There  are  two  outworkers  in  the  town  employed  by  firms 
outside  Stalybridge,  Each  outworker  is  engaged  in  making 
wearing  apparel, 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES, 

1  building  is  now  used  for  tbipe  boiling  and  2  as  Marine 
Stores  for  the  business  of  rag  and  bone  dealing.  The  premises 
are  visited  regularly, 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  OF  ANIMLS , 


Prom  the  5th  -  18th  December,  1953,  Stalyb ridge  was  in  a 
Foot  and  Mouth  Infected  Area  owing  t o  an  outbreak  of  the  disease 
at  Farnworth,  48  general  movement  licences  were  issued  and  4 
licences  were  countersigned. 


During  the  period  in  which  the  restrictions  were  in  force  a 
consignment  of  sheep  was  sent  from  Welshpool  to  Stalybridge  without 
licence  in  contravention  of  the  Foot  and  Mouth  (Infected  Areas) 

Order  No,  41,  1953,  Statements  from  the  persons  authorising  the 
movement  were  obtained  and  from  the  information  received  it  would 
appear  that  inaccurate  advice  had  been  given  by  Ministry  officials 
regarding  the  movement  of  sheep  to  Stalybridge  slaughterhouse 
during  the  period  the  restrictions  w  re  in  force.  In  view  of  this 
it  was  decided  that  no  prosecution  take  place  but  that  concern  be 
expressed  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  that  Ministry 
officials  gave  inaccurate  advice  regarding  movement  restrictions. 


SHOPS  ACTS. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Shops  Register  was 
revised  and  brought  up  to  date.  The  classification  of  shops 
is  as  follows 


Shops  in  which  food  is  sold. 

Mixed  and  Greengrocery 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

Fish  Friers 

Butchers 

Greengrocery 

Sweets  and  Tobacco 

Fishmongers 

Cafes 

Tripe  Shops 
Vi/ines  and  Spirits 

Shops  other  than  Food  Shops . 

Ladies, Gents  &  Children’s  Outfitters 
Newsagents  and  Tobacconists 
Furnishing  -  new  and  second-hand 
Drapers  etc. 

Boots  and  Shoes  -  sales  and  repairs 
Hardware 

Hairdressers  -  Ladies 

Gents 

Fancy  Goods,  Games  etc. 

Plumbers  and  Decorators 
Electricians 

Garages  and  Cycle  Stores 

Chemists 

Photography 

Printers 

Pet  Shops 

Miscellaneous 


128 

40 

32 

30 

28 

24 

7 

7 

4 

1  301 


32 

22 

21 

18 

18 

17 

12 

11 

11 

10 

9 

9 

8 

4 

4 

3 

21  230 


Total  number  of  shops  in  Borough 


531 


In  October,  251  letters  were  sent  to  certain  classes  of 
shopkeepers  drawing  the ir  a ttention  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Sunday  Trading  Restrictions  sections  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 

At  the  request  of  a  number  of  shopkeepers  a  ballot  was  held 
with  a  view  to  bringing  into  being  an  Evening  Closing  time  earlier 
than  8  p.m.  The  necessary  percentage  vote  to  bring  this  about 
was  not  obtained  and  consequently  the  Order  was  not  made. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION,  DISPOSAL  AND  SALVAGE, 


COLLECTION. 

1^52  1953 

Ashbins  emptied .  . .  319 , l05  328 , 725 

The  following  loads  of  Refuse  were  dealt  with  - 

House  Refuse  Pails  Salvage  Kitchen  Waste 

4,024  52  675  168 

The  estimated  weight  of  house  refuse  removed  1/7as  7,545  tons, 
based  on  an  average  weight  of  1  ton  17-g-  cwts  (test  weighings). 

Fatal  Accident. 


On  the  18th  March,  1953,  one  of  our  refuse  collection  wagons 
knocked  down  and  fatally  injured  a  ten  year  old  boy.  No  blame 
was  attached  to  the  driver. 

Provision  of  Ashbins. 

As  from  April  1st  1952  ashbins  were  supplied  by  the  Council 
as  a  charge  against  General  Rate  Fund.  During  the  year  434 
bins  were  supplied  to  domestic  houses  and  51  bins  were  sold  to 
occupiers  of  trade  premises. 

Sickness . 

The  high  incidence  of  sickness  amongst  employees  continued 
in  1953  but  was  confined  mainly  to  January,  February  and  March, 

516  working  days  were  lost  against  502  days  in  1952.  Again, 
the  time  lost  is  equivalent  to  2  men’s  work  for  a  whole  year. 

Refuse  Collection  Vehicles, 


The  nev;  Ford  10  cwt.  van  was  delivered  in  January  and  put 
into  commission  on  1st  February,  1953,  Details  of  vehicles 
operated  by  the  Cleansing  Department  are  as  follows 


Regis  tered 

No. 

Make 

Capacity 

Purchased 

Pri  ce 
£ 

Depreciated 

Year 

DTU  83 

S.D. 

8  cu,  yd. 

Mar.  • 

1937 

542 

1943 

HMA  20 

Karrier 

7  cu,  yd. 

May 

1943 

592 

1950 

JLG  62 

S.D. 

8  cu.  yd. 

Aug. 

1946 

866 

1953 

LMA  802 

S.D. 

8  cu .  yd  . 

Apl. 

1949 

1145 

1957 

PLG  536 

S.D. 

8  cu.  yd. 

July 

1952 

1305 

1959 

PTU  171 

Ford 

10  cwt . 
Van 

Jan. 

1953 

458 

1959 

Karrier  Bantam.  HMA  20 

is  to  be  replaced  durin 

g  1953. 
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DISPOSAL. 


The  whole  of  the  house  refuse  collected  was  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  at  the  Brushes.  Tip,  1,003  loads  of  covering 
material  were  used. 

Disturbance  of  Tip. 

A  14  year  old  girl  was  brought  before  the  Juvenile  Court  in 
August  for  picking  etc.,  on  the  Brushes  Tip,  The  Magistrates 
dismissed  the  case  on  the  payment  of  10/6d.  costs  but  gave  a 
general  warning  to  the  public  about  the  dangers  to  health  which 
might  arise  through  disturbing  the  tip. 


SALVAGE . 

Waste  paper  prices  which  fell  from  £16  per  ton  to  £7.10.0d, 
per  ton  in  1952  fell  to  £6.10.0d.  as  from  1st  January,  1953, 
and  have  remained  at  that  figure  the  whole  of  the  year. 

The  price  Local  authorities  were  to  receive  for  Kitchen 
Vifaste  rose  from  £3.10.0d,  to  £3.17.6d.  per  ton  on  1st  May,  1953, 
but  on  that  date  Smith  Brothers  of  Hyde,  to  whom  Stalybridge  is 
directed  to  deliver  kitchen  waste,  refused  to  pay  the  agreed 
delivery  charge  of  4/-  per  ton,  thus  the  net  increase  was  3/6d. 
per  ton  instead  of  7/6d.  per  ton.  On  1st  July,  1953,  Smith 
Brothers  reduced  the  price  paid  for  kitchen  waste  to  £3  per  ton 
and  on  the  31st  July,  1953,  refused  to  accept  any  further  kitchen 
waste  from  Stalybridge.  In  the  meantime  arrangements  had  been 
made  with  Manchester  Corporation  to  take  our  kitchen  waste  at 
£3.17,6d.  per  ton  delivered.  This  arrangement  with  Manchester 
Corporation  was  working  satisfactorily  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  follovi/ing  Table  that  in  spite  of 
the  difficulties  outlined  above  the  tonnage  collected  was  only 
1  ton  less  than  that  of  1952  and  the  income  was  £85  more. 


1952 

Viieight 

Income 

T. 

C. 

£ 

Paper  ... 

•  •  • 

165 

15 

1752 

Kitchen  Waste 

277 

7 

949 

Metal  ,  .  , 

•  •  • 

14 

7 

97 

Bottles 

•  •  « 

1 

18 

11 

Textiles 

•  •  • 

1 

12 

34 

Sundries 

•  •  • 

-• 

18 

9 

461 

17 

2852 

1953 

T. 

C. 

£ 

Paper  . 

194 

- 

1261 

Kitchen  Vvaste 

276 

7 

1034 

Metal  . 

15 

9 

86 

Textiles 

1 

- 

24 

Sundries 

-• 

8 

11 

487 

4 

2416 

Kitchen  waste  is  collected  from  420  communal  kitchen  waste  bins. 
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1940  1941  1942  1943  I«44  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1955 


COSTS. 


The  costs  given  below  are  those  included  in  the  Public 
Cleansing  Costing  Return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  for  the  year  ended  1952/53.  This  return 
will  be  submitted  annually  to  the  Ministry  by  Local  Authorities 
of  over  20,000  population  and  is  similar  to  the  one  required 
before  the  war.  A  summary  of  the  whole  of  the  costing  returns 
submitted  will  be  published  and  interesting  comparisons  can  then 
be  made  with  Cleansing  Costs  of  other  Local  Authorities. 

It  will  be  noted  that  Disposal  Costs  show  a  credit,  this  is 
because  the  Ministry  require  all  salvage  income  (apart  from  raw 
kitchen  waste)  to  be  credited  to  Disposal. 


COST  STATEIffiNT. 
l95^  -  1953 


Gross  Expenditure 

Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Labour  . 

6704 

805 

7509 

Transport  . 

Plant,  equipment,  land 

3606 

3606 

and  buildings  ... 

434 

128 

562 

Other  items  ...  ... 

429 

107 

536 

Total  Gross  Expenditure 

11173 

1040 

12213 

Gross  Income 

1017 

1651 

2668 

NET  COST 

10156 

611  Cr. 

9545 

Unit  Costs 

s  .  d . 

s .  d . 

s  .  d. 

Gross  Cost  per  ton  (Labour  only) 

16.  1. 

1.  11. 

18.  0. 

Gross  Cost  per  ton  (Transport) 

• 

CO 

• 

CO 

- 

• 

CD 

• 

00 

Net  Cost 

(All  expenditure  less  income) 

CO 

• 

cn 

• 

1 .  6 .  Cr . 

22.11, 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  Cost  per  1,000  population 

450 

27  Cr. 

423 

Net  Cost  per  1,000  premises 

1195 

72  Cr. 

1123 

Other  interesting  figures  not  included  in  the  Cost 
Statement  are  s- 


Cost  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
per  person  . .  .  ...  l,95d.  per  week. 

Cost  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
per  premises  .  5.18d.  per  week. 
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SUPPLEMENT 


CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


STALYBRIDGE  AND  DUKINFIELD  HEALIH  DIVISION 


REPORT  OF  THE 
CLERK  TO  THE  DIVISIONAL 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
AND 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 


S  T  A  F 


Divisional  Health  Office 
99,  Grosvenor  Street, 

Stalybrldge _  - 

Clerk  to  Committee 
Divisional  Medical  Officer 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  - 
Chief  Clerk 
Clerical  Assistants 


Philip  V/ .  Mus  the r  ,  F .  G  .  I .  S  , 

Thomas  Holme,  M.B. ,  Dh.B. ,  D.P.H. 
Ena  M.  Cant,  ii.B.,  Ch.B. 

A.  Clough. 

J.  T,  Petrie,  Misses  J.  Norton, 

D.  Ollerenshaw,  K.  Sellars. 


Ambulance  Supervisor 

- 

J.  Roebuck. 

Health  Visitors 
( Stalybridge ) 

Miss  S.  A,  Vjatson, 

Miss  B.-  Sherratt. 

Miss,  D.  P.  Flint. 

Miss  C.  Makin  (appointed  15.6.63) 

(Dukinf ield ) 

- 

Mis  s  W .  Gr  ims  tone. 

Miss  .  Jones. 

District  Nurses 
(Stalybridge ) 

— 

Mrs.  E.  Gars  id e. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Slater. 

Mrs.,  E.  ivaite. 

(Dukinf ield ) 

— 

Miss  M.  Stratton. 

Miss  E.  Ambler. 

School  Nurse 

Mrs.  E.  Mi.  Thomas. 

(Dukinf ield ) 

Midwives 
(stalybridge ) 

■Miss'  N,  Robinson. 

Mrs.  F.  Dent. 

Miss  M.  Regan  (resigned  November) 
Miss  M.  E.  Rhodes  (appointed  Nov.) 

(Dukinf ie Id ) 

- 

Miss  A.  Lees. 

Miss  L.  Bradley. 

Authorised  Officer 

- 

J.  Thompson. 

Physiotherapist 

- 

Mrs.  C.  Cooke. 

Dental  Surgeons 

Mis  s  L .  Nippon ,  L.D.S.,  D.P.D.  - 

part-time 
basis . 

Mr.  P.  h'hite  ,  L.D.S. 

Specialists 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon 

- 

B.  Boas  .  M.D. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon 

- 

J.  L.  Mangan,  P.R.C.S. 

Gynaecologist  -  Stalybridge 

- 

IV.E.C.  Thomas,  M.B.  ,  Ch.B.  ,M.R.C  .  O.G 

Paediatrician 

•• 

J.  D.  Allan,  M.D,,  F.R.G.P. 

(  res  igned  Apl .  ) 

Tuberculosis  Physician 

- 

E.  Rat nor,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Ear,  Nose  &  Throat  Surgeon 

- 

E.  M.  Innes,  F.R.C.S.,  D.L.O. 

General  Practitioners 

- 

M.  Hillol,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

attending  V\/elfare  Centre 

Dukinf ield,  on  a  sessional 
basis 

DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


CHAIRMAN 

-  July, 
July, 

1952 

1953 

-  June, 

-  Dec.  , 

1953 

1953 

DEPUTY 

-  July, 

1952 

-  June , 

1953 

C-HAIRMN 

July, 

1953 

-  Dec. , 

1953 

COMMITTEE. 

Representing  the  Local  Health 


-  COUNCILLOR  N.  T.  ASHTON,  J.P. 

-  COUNCILLOR  J.  PORTER,  J.P. 

-  COUNCILLOR  J.  PORTER,  J.P. 

-  COUNCILLOR  A.  HITCHEN. 


Authority . 


Chairman  of  the  County  Health  Committee 
C.  Councillor  G.  Astbury,  J.P.,  (ex-offlcio) 
Deputy  Chairman  of  the  County  Health  Committee 
C.  Councillor  A.  VRiltley,  (ex-offlclo) 

C.  Alderman  A.  Down,  J.P. 

C.  Councillor  J.H.I.  Radcllffe,  J.P. 

C.  Councillor  J.  Turner,  J.P. 

G.  Councillor  J.  Wright. 


Representing  Duklnfleld  M.B. 

Councillor  N.  T.  Ashton,  J*P. 

Councillor  G.  Fleldhouse,  J.P.  (to  June,-1955) 
Councillor  JiS.S.  Gow. 

Councillor  A.  Hltchen, 

Councillor  J.  Howard  (from  June,  1953) 
Councillor  F.  Richardson. 

Councillor  H.  Senior, 


Representing  Stalybrldge  M.B , 

Alderman  Mrs.  L.  M.  Glllott. 
Alderman  Mrs.  E.  Grundy,  J.P. 
Councillor  J.  Porter,  J.P. 
Councillor  Mrs.  A.  Slack. 
Councillor  V/,  E.  Taylor. 
Councillor  P.  Walton, 
Councillor  Dr.  A,  V\?ynroe  ,  J.P. 


Co-opted  Ivlembe r s  . 


Dr.  J.  Macfle  (Cheshire  County  Local  I'ledlcal  Committee). 

J.  Clegg,  Esq.,  M.B.E.,  (Ashton,  Hyde  Sc  GTossop  Hospital 

Management  Comimlttee), 

Alderman  G.  Saxon,  O.B.E. ,  J.P.,  (Duklnfleld  &  Stalybrldge 

Divisional  (Education)  Execut 


Mrs .  E .  A .  High  ) 

Mrs.  M.  Wynroe  )  (Cheshire 
Mrs.  J.  Ashton 
Councillor  Mrs,  H.  Storrs , 
Mrs.  N.  Sykes 


County  Nursing  Association). 

J  p  j  (Co-opted  by  Divisional 
^  Health  Committee). 


II 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


The  three  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Division  are  situated  as 
follows  J- 

Dukinf ield  -  King  Street,  Dukinfield. 

Stalybridge  -  Mechanics'  Institute, 

Oakwood  Mill,  Mi 11b rook. 

Sessions  are  held  as  follov/s  t~ 

King  Street  -  Wednesday  mornings  and  afternoons 

and  Thursday  afternoons. 

Mi 11b rook  -  Monday  afternoons. 

Mechanics'  Institute  -  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons. 


Dukinfield  Welfare  Centre. 

1953  was  the  second  year  in  which  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Vilelfare  clinics  were  held  at  the  King  Street  Clinic  and  the 
number  of  new  cases  and  attendances  increased  by  43  and  700 
respectively.  These  figures  give  ample  proof  of  the  advantage 
to  the  public  in  having  a  conveniently  placed  clinic,  and  also 
of  having  all  local  health  authority  clinics  under  one  roof. 

The  Health  Visitors  are  also  far  more  in  the  picture  and  can 
achieve  more  with  the  backing  of  adequate  clinic  facilities. 

The  layout  of  the  alterations  has  proved  quite  satisfactory 
and  the  different  sessions  have  worked  smoothly  without  one  clinic 
interfering  with  another. 

During  the  year  the  conversion  of  the  Astley  Street  premises 
into  flats  was  completed  and  Miss  Ambler  occupied  the  ground  floor 
accommodation  before  Christmas.  At  the  time  of  writing  the 
upstairs  rooms  are  also  tenanted  by  Miss  Makin. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  have  to  record  the  death  of  the 
caretaker  Mr.  Dutton  in  May,  He  had  been  in  charge  of  the 
School  Clinic  premises  for  the  past  four  years  and  was  most 
helpful  to  the  medical  and  nursing  staff.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Lloyd  who  assumed  duties  on  19th  October,  1953. 

Mechanics'  Institute. 

There  were  no  structural  repairs  or  major  items  of  maintenance 
carried  out  to  the  building  during  the  year,  although  dry  rot  v>/as 
found  in  the  first  floor.  This  was  eradicated. 

Miss  Makin  commenced  duties  as  Health  Visitor  on  15th  June 
and  replaced  Mrs.  Herring  who  had  been  doing  temporary  duty  in 
S talybridge . 

Millbrook. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  work  began  on  the  new  clinic 
building  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and,  at  the  time  of  writing, 
it  is  rapidly  nearing  completion,  V/hen  opened  it  will  be  most 
beneficial  to  the  Millbrook  inhabitants  and  will  greatly  facilitate 
the  Maternity  and  Child  V\felfare  and  School  Medical  work  in  this  area. 
The  work  at  present  is  partially  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  regular 
voluntary  help  and  we  would  make  an  appeal  to  anyone  who  is  interested 
to  approach  the  Health  Visitor  with  a  view  to  assisting  her  at  the 
clinic . 


Ill 


Voluntary  Workers . 


No  Welfare  Centre  could  be  conducted  efficiently. without 
voluntary  help  and  once  again  we  would  like  to  express  our 
gratitude  and  thanks  for  the  work  so  willingly  and  cheerfully 
given  at  both  Dukinfield  and  Stalybridge  Clinics  during  the  year. 

General . 

The  Maternity  and  Child  ViJelfare  Conference  was  held  in 
London  during  June  and  the  Committee  was  represented  by 
Councillor  J.  Porter. 


There  has  been  a  decline  in  births  during  the  year  and 
581  were  recorded  com  pared  with  644  and  650  in  1952  and  1951. 

There  was  a  relative  increase  in  hospital  births  which  accounted 
for  69^  of  all  births.  Last  year’s  figure  was  63^.  The  number 
of  stillbirths  was  almost  halved  and  fell  from  22  in  1952  to  13 
in  the  year  under  review.  The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  continue; 
to  be  as  varied  and  exacting  as  ever  and  during  tye  year  it  will  be 
noted  15,790  visits  were  paid  of  which  12,357  were  in  connection  witl 
advice  on  infana  welfare. 


1953 

Total  births  in  the  Division  -  livebirths . . . . . .  581 

s ti llbirths . . .  13 

”  no.  transfers  into  the  Division . . .  69 

”  of  Welfare  Sessions  held . .  284 

”  children  attending  for  1st  time  0-1  yr...  474 

'*  of  attendances., . * . .  0-1  yr...  7741 

I  ;;  . .  1-5  yrs..  2559 

visits  to  new  births . . . 576 

”  secondary  visits . .  .  11781 

other  visits . .  o  .....  c  .  .  3433 

TABLE  A .  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


1952 

644 

21 

63 

277 

416 

7141 

3242 

753 

9973 

2461 


1  Quarter 

March 

June 

September 

December 

Clinic 

s/b 

D/p 

'm/b 

s/b 

d/f. 

M/B 

S/B 

D/F 

m/b 

s/b 

d/f 

Nev/ 

cases 

0-1  yrs . 

-  57 

50 

16 

56 

64 

21 

44 

57 

10 

49 

33 

I--. 

Total 

0-1 *yrs . 

768 

741 

232 

814 

1003 

263 

800 

1016 

171 

834 

887 

2r. 

attend 

-1-2  .yrs  , 

.figures 

not 

233 

119 

123 

168 

129 

64 

158 

— - - 

131 

5£ 

ances 

2-5  yrs.. 

available 

189 

199 

134 

169 

155 

^  80 

178 

183 

92 

The  following  table  indicates  the  total  births  in  the  Division 
and  the  place  of  confinement  2- 

TABLE  B. 


Dukinfield 

Stalybridge 

Live 

Still 

Live 

Still 

1953 

1952 

1953 

1952 

1953 

1952 

1953 

195 

Lake  Hospital . . 

124 

124 

4 

3 

168 

183 

3 

Other  Maternity  Homes.... 

66 

44 

1 

- 

47 

56 

1 

1  Domiciliary  confinement.. 

59 

86 

1 

1 

117 

151 

3 

Total 

249 

254 

6 

4 

332 

390 

7 

1 

IV 


1953  1952 


f 

Ante-natal  Clinics. 


No.  of  sessions  held  . . .  . . .  29 

No.  of  ne-w  cases'.’.  . .  .o  ...o  .***..  .  29 

No.  of  attendances . . .  162 

No.  of  patients  'on  whom  Rh. factor  was  investigated .  30 

No.  of ’patients  on  whom  a  Wasserman  test  v/as  performed.  23 


23 

42 

232 

39 

37 


Post-natal  Clinics . 

No,  of  ne-w  ‘eases-,  . . 
No.  of  atteridances  . 


44  24 
57  42 


SPECIALIST  CLINICS . 
Ophthalmic  (under  5  yrs . ) 


New  cases  . . . . 

Total  attendances.... . 


25  8 

43  22 


Dr.  Oo  Taylor  resigned  during  the  year  and  he  was  succeeded 
by  Dr.  B.  Boas  and  because  of  this  it  was  found  necessary  to  change 
the  days  on  v/hich  Eye  Clinics  were  held. 


Paediatric 


It  has  long  been  felt  that  the  number  of  cases  referred  to 
the  paediatric  consultant  v>/as  not  sufficient  to  justify  special 
clinics  and  early  in  the  year  it  was  decided  to  stop  them.  The 
services  of  a  paediatrician  are  available  at  the  Ashton  General 
Hospital,  and  cases  requiring  a  specialist’s  opinion  are  now 
referred  there.  This  arrangement  apart  from  being  economical 
is  preferable  because  cases  requiring  admission  are  taken  into 
the  local  hospital  rather  than  Macclesfield  as  was  the  practice 
in  the  past. 

Ear,  Nose  &  Throat  (under  5  yrs,) 


New  cases 

Total  attendances... 


•  ^  4  ^  e  •  9  ••••• 


5 

5 


2 

2 


Phys iothe rapy  (under  5  yrs.) 

Total  attendances  for  interview  by  Orthopaedic  Surgeon.  222  250 

Total  attendances  at  Physiotherapist’s  Clinic., .  484  508 

Total  attendances  for  U.V,R.  treatment.,.....,,...,....  1327  2266 


A  large  volume  of  most  useful  work  continues  to  be  done  by 
the  phys iothe rapis t a  nd  altogether  1811  attendances  were  made 
during  1953  for  various  forms  of  treatment.  In  November  the 
Committee  decided  to  accept  the  tender  of  a  Manchester  firm  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  equipment  at  the  two  clinics. 


DENTAL  TREATIvIENT. 


We  are  pleased  to  record  that  although  still  small  the 
number  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  attending  for  treatment 
increased  this  year  although  there  v/as  a  decrcene  in  the  attendances 
of  children  under  five  v;ho  paid  30  visits  as  against  45  in  1952, 


Ante-natal  patients  - 
Post-natal  patients  - 
Children  under  5  yrs - 

»i  n  tj  »( 

Dentures  supplied.,.. 


nev;  cases . 

attendances . . . 

new  cases . 

attendances , . , 
new  cases , • . , , 
attendances , . . 

•  •  c  •  •••  • 


•  •f)  ••• 

•  •C  *  •>  J  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9 

9  *  9  ft  O  O  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9 

0  9  9  0  ^  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  •••# 


2 

9 

3 
12 
30 
33 

4 


1 

1 

2 

6 

45 

54 

2 


-  V  - 


DAY  NURSERIES. 


1952 

Total  attendances  ..  0-2  yrs  .  . . . .  2639  2935 

2-5  yrs  . . 4881  6012 

Average  attendance  per  child  for  12  mths,(in  dys.) 

0-2  yrs,,.,..., .  120  141 

2-5  yrs,,.,,.. . . .  217  288 

Average  attendance  per  day .  31  38 

New  cases  admitted . 14  16 

VVaiting  list  as  at  31/12/53 .  16  5 

No.  of  mothers  in  employment.,., . . . 34  44 

No,  of  medical  examinations  carried  out .  336  414 

No.  of  children  receiving  sunlight  treatment .  16  8 

No.  of  children  attending  specialist  clinics .  1  1 


It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a  fall  in  the  total  attendances 
at  the  Nursery  during  1953  a  fact  which  is  almost  wholly  due  to  the 
County  policy  of  reducing  the  cost  of  the  Day  Ix^ursery  Service  as 
far  as  practicable.  Because  of,  this  policy  the  number  of  places 
at  the  Nuns'ery  'was  reduced  to  35  from  45  and  there  was  a  correspond: 
reduction  in  the  number  of  staff  to  seven.  In  addition  the  hours 
worked  by  the  domestic  staff  were  reduced  from  140  to  124  in 
October  of  the  year  under  review. 

The  staff  are  engaged  on  two  shifts  betvi/een  7  a.m.  and 
6,30  p*m.  and  there  are  two  nursery  rooms  to  supervise j  namely 
0-2  years  and  2-5  years.  It  has  been  difficult  on  occasion 
to  arrange  a  rota  which  will  ensure  that  enough  staff  are  on  duty 
at  the  same  time  and  especially  so  in  times  of  sickness  or  when 
the  student  nurse  is  absent  for  lectures.  It  has  been  possible 
however 5  to  engage  temporary  staff  at  critical  periods  and  this 
has  helped  to  relieve  the  position. 

The  increase  ita  charges  has  resulted  in  many  applications 
for  a  reduction  from  parents  who  are  finding  difficulty  in  meeting 
the  extra  cost.  The  Committee  have  carefully  considered  these 

cases  arid  granted  a  reduction  in  two  instances  onlyi 

The  cost  of  running  the  Nursery,  rises  each  year  as  the 
following-  figures  show  and  the.  1953  figures*  presented  by  the 
County  Treasurer'  indicate  an  increase  of  2/-  a  child  a  day 
throughout  the  County  as  a  whole.  This  increase  is  attributed 
to  salary  increases  for  staff  and  also  to  a  lower  average 
attendsince  of  children.  The  attendances  in  this  division  although 
much  higher  than  in  the  County^  show  a  slight  fall  over  last  year's 
average. 

There  were  no  extensive  repairs  at  the  Nursery  in  1953,  the 
main  alteration  being  the  installation  of  new  stoves  to  replace 
the  old-fashioned,  worn-out  type  which  were  dangerous  and 
uneconomical. 

There  were  several  cases  of  whooping  cough  in  nursery  children 
but  otherwise  their  health  was  good  and  they  continue  to  be 
examined  at  frequent  intervals  by  Dr.  E. .M.  Cant. 


TABLE  C. 


Year 

1948/49 

1949/50 

1950/51 

1951/52 

1952/43 

County  Average 
child/day  - 

7/ C^d . 

8/3id . 

9/6f d . 

9/3td . 

11/3 id. 

Dukinf ield 
child/day 

9/4id . 

lO/Ofd. 

9/6fd . 

9 /I lid. 

ll/4fd . 

%  attendance 
County  Average 

None 

available 

84^ ; , . 

11% 

19% 

71.5% 

Dukinf ield 

— 

87^ 

91/. 

94% 

87.5% 

VI 


FACTORY  NURSERIES. 


The  supervision  of  the  following  factory  nurseries  ia  the 
responsibility  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  and  your  Medical 
Officer  visits  them  at  frequent  intervals 

Staley  and  Millbrook  Ltd., 

Victor  Mill  Ltd . , 

Robert  Byrom  ( Stalybridge )  Ltd,, 

1  MIDVnPERY. 

j 

'  During  the  year  Nurse  Regan  resigned  to  t  ake  an  appointment 
in  Liverpool  and  she  was  replaced  by  Miss  Rhodes.  The  Corporation 
house  rented  to  Miss  Regan  was  retained  for  her  successor  and 
it 'was  partially  decorated  whilst  temporarily  vacant. 

i  VACCINATION  AND  IMMTJNIS.-.TION . 

i  .  - 

\  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  once  again  the  number  of 
vaccinations  increased  and  this  year  amounted  to  611.  The 
figures  for  the  five  complete  years  since  vaccination  ceased 
to  be  compulsory  are  as  follows 


1949 

- 

76 

1950 

- 

223 

1951 

- 

350 

1952 

- 

459 

1953 

•> 

611 

They  show  how  much  can  be  achieved  when  the  public  are  asked 
to  co-operate  voluntarily  rather  than  be  compelled  to  present 
their  children  for  vaccination  as  was  the  case  before  1948  and 
the  success  in  this  area  is  most  encouraging.  I  would  like  to 
thank  the  Health  Visitors  at  this  point  as  it  is  mainly  due  to 
their  efforts  that  the  numbers  are  continuing  to  increase. 

During  the  year  the  County  scheme  for  vaccination  was  enlarged 
to  include  adults  -  a  measure  primarily  intended  to  cover  any 
outbreak  of  alastrim  or  smallpox  especially  in  the  cotton 
industry. 

There  was  a  fall  in  the  children  immunised  against  diphtheria 
or  with  the  combined  diphtheria  and  v/hooping  cough  vaccine. 

This  is  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  immunisation  is  suspended 
during  the  summer  months  when  there  is  a  wider  dissemination  of 
the  poliomyelitis  virus  in  the  general  public.  A  publicity 
campaign  was  held  in  April  but  I  do  feel  that  it  is  becoming 
more  difficult  to  persuade  mothers  to  present  their  babies  for 
immunisation  either  at  the  clinics  or  at  their  own  doctor's 
surgery. 

In  October  the  Committee  resolved  to  approach  the  County 
Council  for  permission  to  start  vaccination  of  school  leavers  with 
B.C.G,  and  as  a  result  of  the  Committee's  efforts  a  scheme  for 
this  work  is  already  in  operation  in  this  division. 

TABLE  D,  Vaccinations  -  1953. 


Age  at  31.12,53. 

-1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15 -over 

total 

Born  in  year 

1953 

1952 

1951-1949 

1948  -  1939 

Before 

1938 

Vaccinated 

141 

138 

37 

107 

86 

509 

Re-vaccinated 

- 

- 

- 

17 

85 

102 

VII 


Diphtheria  Imi'fMhi^satipn*. 

1939-53. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  at 
51st  December,  1953,  who  had  completed  a  course  of  immunisation 
at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1939 

TABLE  E. 


Age  at  31.12.53 
i ,e .  Born  in  year 

Under  1 
1953 

1-4 

1952-1949 

5-9 

1948-1944 

10  -  14  - 
1943-1939 

Under  15 
Total 

Last  complete 
course  of  . 
injections 
(whether  primary 
or  booster) 

A.  1949  -  1953 

2 

1307 

1609 

586  ; 

3504 

B.  1948  or 
earlier 

- 

- 

631 

1139 

1770 

C.  Estimated  mid¬ 
year  child 
population 

569 

2508 

3439 

2751 

} 

9267 

Immunity  index 

100  A/C 

0.35 

52.12 

46 . 78 

21.30 

37.81  ! 

I 

i 

Total  no.  of  children  immunised  by  general  practitioners 

at  their  own  surgeries  during  1953 .  136  i 

Total  no,  of  children  immunised  at  Clinics  during  1953..  417 


553 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE.  ; 

^  i 

The  year  under  review  was  notable  because  the  Divisional 
Health  Committee  for  the  first  time  became  responsible  for 
covering  the  whole  of  the  Division  from  its  Ambulance  Station 
in  Stalybridge.  The  new  scheme  came  into  operation  on 
January  1st  and  has  worked  satisfactorily.  There  were  minor 
"teething'*  troubles  at  the  beginning  but  v./e  are  pleased  to  record 
that  we  have  received  no  serious  complaints  from  either  Dukinfield' 
or  Stalybridge. 

In  order  to  reduce  overtime  the  Committee  approved  alteration;! 
to  the  times  of  the  shifts.  A  request  was  made  by  the  ambulance  1 
drivers  to  revert  to  the  old  system,  on  which  a  decision  was  i 

deferred  until  the  cost  of  the  new  service  had  been  calculated  j 
by  t he  County  Treasurer.  I 

As  a  result  of  the-  changeover  it  is  difficult  to  compare  I 

figures  from  previous  years  with  1953,  but  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  number  of  cases  fell  in  Stalybridge  v/hile  in 
Dukinfield  it  increased.  Taking  the  area  as  a  whole  the  number 
of  patients  carried  dropped  from  12,139  to  11,377  a  figure  which  | 
is,  in  fact,  lower  than  that  for  1951.  Under  the  new  system 
it  has  been  possible  to  reduce  the  number  of  individual  journeys 
and  this  has  reflected  in  the  saving  in  mileage. 


The  estab'lishitieTi’t  of  ambulances,  cars  and  staff  in  the 
Division  during  the  year  was  as  follows 

3  ambulances, 

1  sitting  case  car, 

-  1  Supervisor, 

2  Attendants , 

6  Drivers , 

1  Sitting  Case  Gar  Driver. 


TABLE  F .  S^talyb ridge . 


No ,  of 
vehicles 

Total  No. 

J  ourneys 

Total  No. 

patients 

carried 

No .  of 
Accident  & 

Erne rgency 
Journeys  inc. 
in  col.  3. 

Total 

Mileage 

1  DIRECTLY  Amb. 

3 

"■(178)  2727 

"■(lOS)  5222 

"(7)  80 

’■(3310)  28421 

PROVIDED  Cars 

1 

(6)  612, 

""(6)  905 

1 

^(111^;  7908: 

Dukinf ie Id . 


-DIRECTLY  Amb. 

as 

.  1794 

4353  1 

72 

16524 

PROVIDED  Cars 

above 

223 

6951 

2 

4590 

I 

! 

r 

passengers  not  included  in  total  picked  up  outside 
the  administrative  County  other  than  same  day 
returning  out-patients. 


Vehicles 


Staff 


Comparative  Table  of  Journeys  etc. , 


Year 

.  1  I.  . . .  „ 

Journeys 

Pati  ents 

Mileage 

Accidents 

1949 

5929 

8238 

27052^ 

414 

1950 

6502 

11140 

58221 

555 

.  1951 

7235 

11812'' 

61450 

587 

1952 

7013 

12139 

63094 

592 

1953 

5640 

11377 

60864 

161 

Stalybridge  figures  only. 


During  the  year  the  sitting  case  car  was  sold  and  replaced 
by  a  new  vehicle  which  is  proving  satisfactory. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  have  to  report  the  death  in 
August  of  Mr,  T,  Swann,  Mr,  Swann  had  been  a  member  of  the 
ambulance  staff  for  a  number  of  years  and  gave  sympathetic 
and  cheerful  service  to  Stalybridge  patients. 


l! 

i; 


IX 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-  CARE. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmona  ry 

Total 

On 

Register 

M  F 

M 

F 

at . 

1.1.53. 

121  108 

23 

27 

279 

Notified  during  1953 

16  18 

1 

1 

36 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

• 

Age 

- 

0 

1  years 

—  - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5  ” 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

5 

15 

1 

- 

- 

- 

15 

45  ’* 

3 

- 

- 

3 

45 

65  ’* 

1 

- 

- 

1 

65 

and  over 

- 

- 

-  ■ 

- 

NTJRSI m  REQUISITES  . 


The  following  items  of  nursing  equipment  have  been  issued 
from  the  Stores  based  on  the  Ambulance  Depot,  King  Street, 
Stalybridge,  and  on  the  office  of  the  Authorised  Officer, 
Dukinfield 


Bed  cradles 

2 

Wheel  c  hairs 

3 

Air  rings 

21 

Crutches 

5  prs  . 

Back  rests 

23 

Bed  pans 

36 

Urinals 

18 

Mackintosh  sheets 

16 

A  total  sum  of  £4. 
this  equipment. 


3.  Od *  has  been  received  in  rentals  for 


COMALSSCENT  HOME  TREATIvENT. 

A  sum  of  £125  was  once  again  granted  by  the  County  Health 
Committee  to  be  used  in  the  financial  assistance  of  persons 
requiring  Convalescent  Home  treatment  within  the  Division. 
Arrangements  are  still  in  ope  ration ' with  the  three  Convalescent 
Homes  at  Llandudno,  St.  Annes  and  Marple.  16  patients  were 
admitted  during  the  year  -  11  adult  females,  and  5  adult  males, 
4  of  the  patients  paid  the  whole  cost  of  treatment  and  12 
received  financial  a ssis tance . 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 


The  work  of  the  Domestic  Help  Service  continues  to  increase. 
The  establishment  of  the  service  at  31st  December,  1953,  was 
10  full-time  and  7  part-time  domestic  helps,  the  whole  of  the 
staff  being  engaged  in  a  temporary  capacity. 

No.  of  Cases  attended  by  Domestic  Helps . 

1953  1952 


(a)  Maternity  Cases,  Sick  &  Nursing  Mothers  16  12 

(b)  General  Sickness .  27  25 

(c)  Aged  and  chronic  sick . 118  104 


161  141 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  total  cases  attended  increased  by 
20,  the  working  hours  increased  by  930  to  26,600,  and  the  average 
number  of  cases  attended  weekly  were  72. 

118  of  the  total  161  were  long-term  continuation  cases  of  the 
aged  person  or  chronic  sick  type,  a  percentage  of  73,29.  The  number^ 
of  maternity  and  nursing  mother  cases  increased  by  4  and  chronic  sic 
cases  by  14  over  the  previous  year. 

-  X  - 


REPORT  OF  THE  DULY  AUTHORISED  OFFICES,  MR.  J.  THOMPSON, 
IN  RESPECT  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  WITHIN  THE  AREA  OF  THE 
STALYBRIDOE  AND  DUKINFIELD  HEALTH  DIVISION  DURING 
THE  TWELVE  MO JTHS  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1953. 


!•  Precis  of  cases  dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts 

Male  Female 

Cases  dealt  with  under  Sec. 20  Lunacy  Act, 1890,  i.e. 
admitted  to  hospital  as  cases  of  urgency  on  the 
order  of  the  authorised  officer  3  3 


Cases  dealt  with  under  Sec. 21  Lunacy  Act, 1890,  i.e. 
admitted  to  hospital  on  the  order  of  a  magistrate 
for  observation  for  14  days.  1 

Gases  dealt  with  under  Sec. 16  Lunacy  Act, 1890,  i.e. 
certified  as  being  of  unsound  mind  11 

Cases  dealt  with  under  Sec. 22  Lunacy  Act, 1890,  i.e, 
patient  left  in  care  of  relatives  by  magistrate 
after  notification  of  case  by  authorised  officer  1 

Cases  dealt  with  under  Sec.  1  Mental  Treatment  Act, 

1930,  i.e.  admitted  to  hospital  as  voluntary 
patients  5 


4 

10 


5 


In  addition  to  the  above  2  male  and  7  female  patients  were  dealt 
with  as  out-patients  where  their  condition  was  not  sufficiently 
serious  to  warrant  their  admission  to  hospital.  In  6  cases 
information  was  laid  to  the  authorised  officer  but  the  cases  were 
dismissed  by  the  magistrate  after  examination.  5  cases  were 
referred  to  the  authorised  officer  but  on  examination  were  found 
to  be  of  sound  mind.  2  patients  recovered  whilst  awaiting 
admis  s ion. 


2,  Visits  were  made  to  homes  of  mental  defectives  in  mental  defective 
colonies  in  order  that  reports  on  home  conditions  could  be  submitted 
to  the  colonies  concerned. 


3.  In  the  case  of  9  men  and  10  women  admissions  were  arranged  to 
chronic  sick  wards  for  local  general  practitioners  during  the  year. 

4.  Four  men  and  six  women  and  children  were  admitted  to  residential 
accommodation  on  behalf  of  the  County  Welfare  Officer. 

5.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  admission  of  one  mentally  defective 
child  to  a  colony. 

6.  After  care  visits  have  been  made  to  patients  discharged  from 
mental  hospitals  on  numerous  occasions  during  the  year  with  a 
view  to  assisting  them  to  rehabilitate  themselves  in  public  life. 

7.  Domiciliar3r  supervision  visits  have  been  made  to  male  mentally 
defective  patients  in  the  area  at  regular  intervals  during  the 
year . 

8.  Items  of  nursing  equipment  have  been  issued  from  s  tore  during 
the  year  as  detailed  elsewhere  in  the  Report  of  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer. 

9.  One  case  of  loss  of  memory  was  reported  to  the  Authorised  Officer 
who  arranged  admission  to  the  Ashton  General  Hospital. 
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